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Yue was a Masters student in the final stages of her dissertation. She wanted me to proofread her 

dissertation as English was not her first language. She also expressed an interest in applying to a PhD 

programme at a prestigious research university in China after her masters. 

After proofreading her dissertation, I had a consultation with Yue to have a rather difficult discussion 

about the academic quality of her dissertation. I explained to her that there are some issues in relation 

to her arguments and she would benefit from a full academic review of her dissertation. She took my 

initial comments to her supervisors who only then agreed that her arguments were poorly 

constructed. She returned to me later to buy an academic review package with an academic review 

report. 

I reviewed her dissertation, focusing on the academic rigour of her writing. I looked at the construction 

of her claims and arguments and the quality of her references. I also reviewed the clarity of her 

arguments and the fallacies in her writing. The issues were flagged in the comments section of her 

word document. In the academic review report, I gave a general overview of the whole thesis and the 

major strengths and weaknesses, opportunities and threats of her whole dissertation. I then went into 

an indepth analysis of each chapter. For each chapter, I first summarised her chapter contents. This 

was for her see if she managed to successfully convey her thoughts to the reader. I then listed all the 

issues in each chapter and discussed how each can be resolved. At the end of the report, I gave 

suggestions on how to prioritise her corrections based on her current submission deadline and also if 

she were to push back her submission by 3 months. 

After consulting her supervisor, she decided to push back her submission by 3 months instead to focus 

on the quality of her dissertation. After she submitted her work, she took a 2 week break before 

contacting me again to start working on her research proposal and PhD application. 

We reviewed her choice of universities, discussed funding opportunities and worked on her research 

interests. Aligning her interests with that of the university research department, we proposed a PhD-

level research which she presented at her interview at the university. Apart from some minor changes, 

she secured a conditional offer at the university of her choice to do her PhD research. After the results 

of her Masters dissertation came through, she was formally issued an offer to do her PhD and she is 

now a student of the top university in China, Peking University. 


